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BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 1997-239-C

IN RE:       )
      ) MOTION OF THE OFFICE OF
INTRASTATE UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) REGULATORY STAFF
FUND      ) FOR EXPEDITED

) REVIEW
)
)

The Office of Regulatory Staff (“ORS”), pursuant to 26 S.C. Regs. 103-840,

respectfully requests that the Commission expeditiously rule on the Petition for

Declaratory Ruling (the “Petition”) filed by ORS on March 16, 2006. In support of this

motion, ORS states as follows:

1. ORS is seeking clarification of existing orders, rules and regulations

affecting the administration of the South Carolina Intrastate Universal Service Fund (the

“Fund” or “USF”). On or about April 5, 2006, the South Carolina Cable Television

Association (“SCCTA”) filed a petition to raise additional issues.  However, SCCTA is

requesting the Commission to reconsider and revise its existing decisions as to what

services (i.e. wireless) should contribute to the Fund.  SCCTA also seeks changes to the

existing guidelines for an annual examination of costs and seeks an investigation into the

question of the use of USF support for services sold as part of a package of bundled

services.  In essence, SCCTA is requesting a change in Commission policy on various



2

issues concerning the Fund whereas ORS is only seeking clarification of existing orders,

rules and regulations.

2. The clarifications sought by ORS are necessary for proper administration

of the Fund and need to be addressed such that ORS may make the necessary adjustments

in preparation for the next resizing. For example, ORS will need to revise the forms and

instruction materials for carriers contributing to the Fund consistent with the

Commission’s decision. Thus, ORS is seeking a ruling from the Commission on its

Petition by the end of May.

3. Although the matters raised by SCCTA may merit review by the

Commission, the clarifications sought by ORS have an immediate impact on the proper

resizing of the Fund. Prior to filing the Petition, ORS contacted several different carriers

and ORS is not aware of any carrier that disagrees with ORS’ interpretation of the

existing orders, rules and regulations concerning the Fund as described in the Petition.

ORS seeks the clarifications so that it may (1) make adjustments to the Fund for those

carriers that have made contributions in error and (2) prepare the instructions and forms

so that carriers are properly reporting for the next fund year. The SCCTA petition, on the

other hand, raises some highly controversial matters that would require a notice and

hearing. Specifically, SCCTA’s petition seeks to revisit the issue of whether to include

wireless revenues in the Fund.1 S.C. Code Ann. § 58-9-280(E)(3) (Supp. 2004),  provides

that the Commission shall require any company providing telecommunications service to

contribute to the Fund if, after notice and a hearing, the Commission determines that the

company is providing ratio-based local exchange services in the state that compete with a

local telecommunications service.

1 Petition of SCCTA at page 2.
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4. The ORS Petition should not be combined with SCCTA’s Petition. Again,

ORS anticipates that the clarifications sought by ORS are not highly controversial and in

fact, some carriers have commented to ORS that a Declaratory Ruling by the

Commission on the issues raised by ORS will be helpful to those reporting carriers. If no

party files in opposition by the return date established in the revised thirty day notice

issued by the Chief Clerk on April 11, 2006, ORS is hopeful that the Commission may

expeditiously rule on the Petition.  ORS is concerned that if its Petition is combined with

the additional issues raised by SCCTA, the Commission will not be able to render a

ruling on the ORS Petition by the end of May.  Thus, ORS respectfully requests that the

Commission not combine its Petition with the SCCTA petition.

5. Additionally, counsel for ORS contacted SCCTA’s counsel concerning

this motion, and SCCTA’s counsel stated that SCCTA does not object to the Commission

addressing the issues raised by ORS on an expedited basis, separate and apart from issues

raised in the SCCTA petition to the extent that the issues raised by ORS are not in

dispute.

6. ORS respectfully requests that the Commission expeditiously issue a

ruling such that the ORS may complete its contemplated adjustments prior to the annual

resizing of the Fund. Additionally, ORS requests that its Petition not be combined with

the petition filed by SCCTA as the issues raised by SCCTA will require a hearing.

WHEREFORE, ORS respectfully requests that the Commission expeditiously

review and rule on the matters raised in the ORS Petition.
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_/s/ Nanette S. Edwards_______
April 19, 2006

Nanette S. Edwards
     Staff Attorney

S.C. Office of Regulatory Staff
P.O. Box 11263
Columbia, South Carolina 29211
Phone: (803) 737-0800
Fax: (803) 737- 0895
Email: nsedwar@regstaff.sc.gov
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Pamela McMullan, do hereby certify that I have this date, April 19, 2006,
served one (1) copy of this Petition for Declaratory Order in the above-referenced matter
on the parties of record listed below by causing said copy to be deposited U.S. Mail, first
class postage prepaid.

/s/ Pamela McMullan

S.C. Office of Regulatory Staff
P.O. Box 11263
Columbia, South Carolina 29211
Phone: (803) 737-0800
Fax: (803) 737- 0895
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Representing ITC^DeltaCom
Communications
Anthony Mastando
ITC^DeltaCom Communications
Title: Senior Manager/Regulatory
Attorney

7037 Old Madison Pike,
Suite 400
Huntsville, AL 35806

Phone: 256-382-3843
Fax: 256-382-3936

Representing SC Office of Info.
Resources Budget & Control Board
Craig K. Davis
SC Office of Info. Resources
Budget & Control Board

Davis Law Firm
1420 Hagood Avenue
Columbia, SC 29205

Phone: 803-256-5200
Fax:
davislawfirm@earthlink.net

Representing MCI Telecom
Corporation
Darra Cothran
Woodward, Cothran & Herndon

Post Office 12399
Columbia, SC 29211

Phone: 803-799-9772
Fax: 803-799-3256
dwcothran@wchlaw.com

Representing LCI International
Faye A. Flowers
Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein,
LLP

Post Office 1509
Columbia, SC 29202

Phone: 803-255-8000
Fax:

Representing Southeastern
Competitive Carriers Association
Frank R. Ellerbe III
Robinson, McFadden & Moore,
P.C.

Post Office Box 944
Columbia, SC 29202

Phone: 803-779-8900
Fax: 803-252-0724
fellerbe@robinsonlaw.com

Representing South Carolina Cable
Television Association
Frank R. Ellerbe III
Robinson, McFadden & Moore,
P.C.

Post Office Box 944
Columbia, SC 29202

Phone: 803-779-8900
Fax: 803-252-0724
fellerbe@robinsonlaw.com

Representing AT&T
Communications of the Southern
States
Gene V. Coker
AT&T Communications of the
Southern States, LLC

AT&T-Law and
Governmental Affairs
1230 Peachtree Street,
4th Floor, Suite 4000
Atlanta, GA 30309

Phone: 770-984-0169
Fax: 770-984-0169
genecoker@att.com

Representing South Carolina
Publications Communications
Association
John F. Beach
Ellis, Lawhorne & Sims, P.A. Post Office Box 2285

Columbia, SC 29202

Phone: 803-343-1269
Fax: 803-779-4749
jbeach@ellislawhorne.com



7

Representing Verizon
Communications, Incorporated
John M.S. Hoefer
Willoughby & Hoefer, P.A.

Post Office Box 8416
Columbia, SC 29202-
8416

Phone: 803-252-3300
Fax: 803-256-8062
jhoefer@willoughbyhoefer.com

Representing SC Telephone
Association & SC Telephone
Coalition
M. John Bowen Jr.
McNair Law Firm, P.A.

Post Office Box 11390
Columbia, SC 29211

Phone: 803-799-9800
Fax: 803-753-3219
jbowen@mcnair.net

Representing Sprint/United
Telephone Company of the
Carolinas
Marty H. Bocock Jr.
Sprint/United Telephone Company
of the Carolinas
Title: Director/Regulatory Affairs

Sprint/United Telephone
Company of the
Carolinas
1122 Lady St., Ste.
1050
Columbia, SC 1050

Phone: 803-252-6751
Fax:
martin.h.bocock@mail.sprint.com

Representing BellSouth
Telecommunications, Inc.
Patrick Turner
BellSouth Telecommunications,
Inc.

Post Office Box 752
Columbia, SC 29202

Phone: 803-401-2900
Fax: 803-254-1731
patrick.turner@bellsouth.com

Representing Alltel South
Carolina, Incorporated
Robert D. Coble
Nexsen Pruet Adams Kleemeier,
LLC

Post Office Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202

Phone: 803-253-8211
Fax: (803) 253-8277
bcoble@nexsenpruet.com

Representing ITC DeltaCom
Communications
Robert E. Tyson Jr.
Sowell Gray Stepp & Laffitte, LLC

Post Office Box 11449
Columbia, SC 29211

Phone: 803-929-1400
Fax:

Representing United Telephone &
Sprint Communications
Scott Elliott
Elliott & Elliott, PA

721 Olive Street
Columbia, SC 29205

Phone: 803-771-0555
Fax: 803-771-8010
selliott@elliottlaw.us

Representing Verizon
Communications, Incorporated
Stan J. Bugner
Verizon Avenue Corp.
Title: State Director/Regulatory &
Government Affairs

1301 Gervais Street,
Suite 825
Columbia, SC 29201

Phone: 803-254-7345
Fax: 803-254-9626
stan.bugner@verizon.com

Representing Verizon
Communications, Incorporated
Steven W. Hamm
Richardson Plowden Carpenter &
Robinson, P.A.

P.O. Drawer 7788
Columbia, SC 29202

Phone: 803-771-4400
Fax: 803-779-0016
shamm@rpcrlaw.com
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Representing Womens Shelter
Susan B. Berkowitz
Womens Shelter
Title: Sr. Mgr./Regulatory
Attorney

SC Appleseed Legal
Justice Center
P.O. Box 7187
Columbia, SC 29202

Phone: 803-779-1113
Fax:
scjustice.org


